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the various schools of philosophy, in the course of which we are told that the 
authors uphold the more extreme form of expiricism, which they denote "pro- 
visionally" by the title nominalism. For the mathematician who believes 
that any attempt to interpret mathematics in the light of a particular philo- 
sophical doctrine is probably foredoomed to failure, this fact might easily 
be made to account for some, though by no means all, of the vagaries of the 
book. 

Both from the standpoint of mathematics and of philosophy the publi- 
cation of such a book is distinctly unfortunate, and it is sincerely to be hoped 
that the publishers may take the necessary steps adequately to inform them- 
selves concerning the character of any future volumes of the projected series 
that may be offered before giving them to the public. 
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In this monograph of 194 pages Dr. Koos "presents, largely from the view 
of the Educational Administration, the results of an investigation into the 
status of the teaching of almost all subjects appearing in the secondary-school 
program of study." The data for the study were collected for the use of the 
Committee on Reorganization of the Secondary School and the Definition 
of the Unit of the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 

The subjects included in the report are Latin; Greek; German; French; 
Spanish; algebra; geometry; trigonometry; general science; physiography; 
botany; zoology; biology; chemistry; physics; agriculture; ancient, medi- 
aeval and modern, English, and American history; civics; economics; manual 
training; home economics and household art; commercial subjects; art; 
music; and public speaking. These subjects are grouped and discussed under 
the following heads: "Foreign Languages," "Mathematics," "Science," 
"History and Other Social Studies," "The Vocational Subjects," "The Fine 
Arts," and "Public Speaking." Such topics as extent of the offering, methods, 
aims, and organization are discussed in their application to each of the foregoing 
subjects. 

The questionnaire method was used in collecting the data for the study. 
It should be said, however, that Dr. Koos's precautions relative to the selection 
of individuals to make reports and the formulation of the questions saved the 
study from the usual pitfalls of a report of this type. It is not too much to say 
of the monograph that it is a model study based on material collected by the 
questionnaire method. It will certainly prove of great practical value to high- 
school teachers and administrators and to persons anticipating a similar study 
by the same method. 



